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Tbe  orange  crop  this  year  is  good  in  spite  of  the  hurricane  damage  in  Florida- 

Three  other  states,  Texas,  Arizona  and  California,   share  with  Florida  the  "big  job 

of  squeezing  out  enough  oranges  and  grapefruit  to  satisfy  a  thirsty  nation.  From 

1939  to  19^3  Americans  raised  almost  half  of  all  the  oranges  grown  in  the  entire 

world.     And  practically  all  of  them  were  eaten  right  here  in  the  United  States. 

Oranges  haven't  always  "been  the  juicy,  sweet  fruit  you  buy  today.    Orange  fam- 
ily history  dates  way  hack  to  southern  Chinese  ancestry.     Certain  branches  of  the 
family  were  found  in  the  Holy  Land.     And  crusaders  who  were  impressed  with  the 
appearance  and  flavor  of  the  golden  fruit  carried  the  seed  to  other  parts  of  the 
world.     The  Spaniards  are  usually  given  the  credit  for  introducing  the  orange  tree 
into  this  country.    By  1600  both  sweet  and  sour  members  of  the  family  were  firmly 
situated  in  the  Florida  peninsula.     About  1S05  San  Gabriel  missionaries  planted  the 
first  orange  grove  in  lower  California. 

Since  then  horticulturalists  have  found  many  ways  to  improve  orange  production 
. , .both  in  quantity  and  quality.    Formerly,  the  orange  was  propagated  entirely  from 
seeds,  but  when  growers  began  propagating  oranges  by  means  of  budding,  the  fruit 
was  much  improved.    A  young  grove  requires  constant  cultivation,  frequent  irri- 
gation, spraying  and  fumigating.    Four  or  five  years  elapse  before  the  grower  gets 
much  of  a  crop,  and  a  grove  is  usually  about  15  years  old  before  the  trees  come 
into  full  bearing.     With  the  help  of  refrigerated  cars  and  speedy  transportation 
oranges  can  travel  thousands  of  miles  to  refresh  people  who  never  saw  an  orange 
orchard. 

Oranges  and  other  citrus  fruit  are  famous  for  that  health-giving  Vitamin  C 
should  be  included  in  the  diet  every  day.     The  size  of  the  orange  doesn't  indicate 
the  best  quality,  nor  are  large  oranges  always  the  most  economical  buy.  Small 
oranges  with  thin  skins  sometimes  contain  more  juice  than  larger  oranges  with 
thicker  skins. 
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